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Synoptic 

table 

Has to 

 He has to take an earlier flight 

 She has to send it by airmail. 

 He has to feel better later. 

 He has to spend more time on his homework 

Had to 

 But Angelina insisted, and the image had to be 

modified. 

 Part of our people had to flee during the war 

 Yeah, but the money had to be better than here. 

 You had to learn at least five new words every day 

would 

rather 

 She would rather sit  in the sun. 

 He would rather walk to school 

 Mr. Green would rather work with my uncle 

 We would rather go to the movies than watch T.V. 



 

Synoptic 

table 

Can 

 He can lend us the money which we need 

 She can be back by noon 

 You can see her tomorrow 

 He can spend more time on his homework 

Could 

 She could take the children with her to Houston 

 She could try to finish her projects on time 

 You could call her tomorrow 

 It could rain this evening 

Should 

 There there should be an investigation about this 

matter. 

 You should apologize to your parents. 

 You should take the bus if you want to be on time. 

 I should have spoken to her but I haven’t had time 

must 

 He must be hungry. 

 I must pay the bill today. 

 If you get lost, you must wait for me and not move. 

 You must pay the rent at the end of the month. 

Have 

 You have to publish your book next year 

 You have to wait in his office 

 I have to go to the dentist again next week 

 You have to take this package to the post office 


