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VERB CAN -  CAN NOT 

Is a modal verb 

Means power 

Used for 

Express 

ability 

 

To say that something 

is possible or 

impossible 

 

To ask 

permission 

 

And offer 

things 

Its infinitive 

It is not 

preceded by TO 

Does not take into 

account the s 

In the third person 

singular of the present 

The verb that 

follows 

Always goes in 

the infinitive 

 

That is, without 

the TO 
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GRAMMATICAL FORMS 

 

Positive Negative Interrogative 

Subject 

 

Verb (CAN) 

 

Complement 

 

Subject 

 

Verb (CAN NOT) 

 

Complement 

 

Verb (CAN) 

 

Subject 

 

Complement 
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EXAMPLES  

 

Positive Negative Interrogative 

He can work today She can't come to the 

phone. 
Can She wash the 

dishes? 


