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GRAMMAR - The Present Perfect with “already”, “yet”, “ever”, “before” and 

“never”. 

Ever 

- The adverb “ever” expresses the idea of an unidentified time before now. It is 

always placed before the main verb 

(past participle). 

- We use “ever” in questions. 

Example: Have you ever been to England? 

Example: Has she ever met the Prime Minister? 

- We use “ever” in negative questions. 

Example: Haven’t they ever been to Europe? 

Example: Haven’t you ever eaten Chinese food? 

- We use “ever” in negative statements using the pattern “nothing + ever” or 

”nobody + ever”. 

Example: Nobody has ever said that to me before. 

Example: Nothing like this has ever happened to us. 

- We use “ever” with “the first time”. 

Example: It’s the first time that I’ve ever eaten snails. 

Example: It’s the first time that I’ve ever been to England. 

Never 

- Like “ever”, the adverb “never” expresses the idea of an unidentified time 

before now. It is always placed before 

the main verb (past participle). “Never” means “at no time before now”. 

Be careful! You can’t use “never” with a negative verb. 

Example: I haven’t never been to Italy. I have never been to Italy. 

Already 

- We use “already” to refer to an action that has happened at an unspecific time 

before now. 

“Already” can be placed either before the main verb (past participle) or at the 

end of the sentence. 

Example: I’ve already drunk three coffees this morning. 



Example: Dont write to John, I’ve already done it! 

- We use “already” in questions. 

Example: Have you already written to John? 

Example: Has she finished her homework already? 

Yet 

- We use “yet” to say that something has not happened or been done up to the 

present time. It is usually placed at 

the end of the sentence. 

- We use “yet” in negative statement. 

Example: Kevin hasn’t registered for class yet. 

Example: I haven’t finished my breakfast yet. 

- We use “yet” in questions. 

Example: Have the guests arrived yet? 

Example: Have you toured Quito yet? 

Before 

- We use “before” to talk about a time from the past until now. We can use it 

with affirmative, negative and 

questions. 

Example: I’ve seen that woman before but I can’t remember where (affirmative). 

Example: I haven’t cooked this recipe before. I don’t know how to do it! 

(negative). 

Example: Have you done this before? (question). 

Exercise 1. Use the words to write statements and questions in the Present 

Perfect. 

1. you/ go sightseeing / in London / before. 

____have you go sightseeing in london before? ______ 

2. she / already / try / Guatemalan food. 

__has she finished try guatemalan food? 

3. they / ever / be / to Buenos Aires. 

_haven’t they ever be to buenos aires 

4. we / not take a tour of Prague. 

__we have not take a tour of prague 


